
“Private Shaun Richard Taylor, 20, of the Duke of Wellington's Regiment. 
from Cleveland, was the sixth British soldier to die in Bosnia since 
Operation Grapple began in October 1992. Pte Taylor joined his West 
Riding-based regiment in 1992.

Pte Taylor was in an observation post one kilometre north-east of 
Gorazde when he was hit by a single bullet - apparently fired from a 
Serb position up to two kilometres (1.2 miles) away. The range, 
according to Army sources, suggests that a sniper's rifle with a calibre of 
as much as 0.5in (12.7mm) may have been used. 

Pte Taylor was hit in the shoulder after the observation post he was 
manning with five other Dukes came under heavy fire at 2020 hrs local 
time on Sunday 26 June 1994. British troops returned fire as he was 
evacuated to the Norwegian UN hospital in Gorazde. He was dead on 
arrival at 2050 hrs. It was the fifth attack on UN troops in Gorazde that 
day.  

220 men from the Duke of Wellington's Regiment were deployed to 
Gorazde, a UN safe area, as well as 50 soldiers from the Royal Engineers 
and Royal Logistics Corps. The two British companies were based on 
either side of the river Drina”. 

DWR Fundraising Campaign for a memorial to Pte Shaun Taylor 
in Gorazde, Bosnia & Herzegovina

Thursday May 12th to Sunday May 15th 2022

Executive Summary
• Pte Shaun Taylor C Coy, 1DWR was shot and killed on 26 June 1994 during the Regiment’s UNPROFOR Tour of Bosnia (Op 

Grapple). Pte Taylor was repatriated to the UK and buried in Thornaby on Tees, County Durham. Although a simple 
memorial was established by his comrades for Pte Taylor in 1994, it was subsequently removed as the British Army/UN left 
the area, and thus there is now no memorial to Pte Taylor [nor therefore to the legacy of 1 DWR] in securing the ‘safe 
haven’ of Gorazde. In stark contrast other Regiments, particularly the RGBW, have committed significant resources to 
establishing memorials to their soldiers who lost their lives during Op Grapple. The RGBW’s experience has been that the 
key is sighting the memorial where it might be maintained.  

• Connections in the RGBW have recently contacted Mike Wolff and Simon Morgan to discuss the creation of a combined 
British Army memorial to those that died during the UNPROFOR deployments in 1994 which include Pte Taylor, four RGBW 
soldiers and an SAS Trooper. 

• In parallel, the charity GCF Bosnia [GCF Bosnia - Gorazde Children's Foundation] was established by a former RGBW Officer, 
Maurice Evlyn-Bufton, to honour the soldiers of the British Army that gave their lives on United Nations operational service 
in 1994 when protecting the central Bosnian enclave and city of Gorazde. It has donated £90,000 to building a school in 
Gorazde and has thus created a significant legacy of the British Army’s deployment during the civil war.

• It has also been recognised that Pte Taylor’s family require support to obtain ‘closure’ with his death and thus would benefit 
from attending the unveiling of the memorial.

• Given the upcoming 25th Anniversary of Pte Taylor’s death, the current lack of memorial in Gorazde to his service, the 
need to establish a legacy of 1 DWR’s operational deployment to Bosnia, to assist a Regimental family to achieve a form 
of closure and also the opportunity to engage with other Regiments to establish a permanent memorial to those who 
died during Op Grapple, it is proposed that money is raised to support the above through a grant from 1 DWR Trustees 
and from donations and charity funding from across members of The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment.

Summary

• The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment is the only unit that sustained casualties in Gorazde during Op Grapple that has not 
sought to subsequently place a memorial to their fallen. We propose it is time to correct that omission.

• Pte Taylor died in order to protect the people of Gorazde and to give them hope of a safe and prosperous future. A strong 
education is a basic building block for that hope.

• We seek Regimental support for both funding a memorial to Pte Taylor and also to ensure a living legacy to his sacrifice 
through giving young children in the town a good education in a safe, clean and well equipped school. With the removal 
of the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment from the British Army’s order of battle in 2006, and the eventual passing of all who 
served there, we respectfully suggest this will be a powerful and enduring impact from the Regiment’s time in Gorazde in 
1994.

• By piggy backing off existing proposed events (the bike ride) and charitable structures (GCF Bosnia), all arranged and 
established by former members of the RGBW, we have an opportunity to maximise impact with minimal administrative 
effort and cost. 

• We request the Regimental Trustees consider a donation of £19.4k

Proposal

It is proposed that DWR Regimental funding and charitable activities fund:

• A DWR contribution to a combined British Army memorial.  Note the 
picture left is the proposed site for the combined memorial based on 
the existing site of one of the RGBW Memorials.

• Funding to enable Pte Taylor’s sister + 1 (Angela Plews) to attend the 
unveiling of the memorial

• A DWR contribution to assist GCF Bosnia in the building of further 
facilities at the Gorazde School. This would specifically include the 
refurbishment and equipping of a school classroom which would be 
named in Pte Taylor’s memory. 

Financial Support

1. DWR Regimental funding – request £19.4k
 DWR contribution to combined British Army memorial (see 

propose site left) - £7.5k
 Funding to enable Pte Taylor’s sister + 1 (Ms Angela Plews) to 

attend the unveiling of the memorial - £2.4k
 DWR contribution to assist in the building of further facilities at 

the Gorazde School – £7.5k

2. Charitable fundraising activities to assist in the building of 
further facilities at the Gorazde School and purchasing school 
equipment – target £15k
 Charitable Bike Ride from Sarajevo to Gorazde (May 2022) –

[£1.5k per rider entry fee to include donating a bike to the 
school plus a further £1k of funds raised by each rider] to go 
towards purchasing modern school equipment   

 Yorkshire based fundraising events by regimental members 
unable to attend in Bosnia

 Individual donations online via a dedicated Just Giving Page

Total Fundraising Target £34.4K


